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loudly and largely of life in all its aspects He had a way
with him which made them feel at ease He had a sense
of irony which they appreciated Unlike most pedagogues,
he seemed more pleased to listen to them—their crude
ideas, their youthful exaggerations, their intellectual conflicts—
than to express his own opinions or to lay down the law by
reason of his age and superior knowledge He talked to them
on the level so that they forgot his age and authority He
did not demand any cringing subservience, like M Martin,
their Director, who always spoke to them as though they
were ignorant little beasts, not yet civilized or tamed, or like
their master of mathematics, that repulsive fellow Barbier,
who was always a bully with a grudge against them This
Captain Gati&res with his D Artagnan face and slight limp,
had a charming and courteous manner which was utterly
without affectation, and it was almost impossible for any
of them to take advantage of him by any dehberate lack of
respect
Armand himself delighted in their company They
were extraordinarily like the young soldiers who had been
his comrades in the war, their elder brothers mosdy They
had the same gaiety the same joie de vivre, the same insolence
towards life, and yet he saw some difference between them
and that elder crowd which had so largely died They were,
he thought, more sceptical, more inclined to question authority
and even to deny it They took nothing, or very httle, on
faith They had no innate allegiance to tradition or the
laws of their elders They were contemptuous of politicians
and parties, and were for the most part extraordinarily
cynical in their belief that any politician could be anything
but corrupt and rotten with insincerity
Sometimes there were heated arguments between them
in which he took no part, or only held the balance when
they became too extreme on either side They fell naturally
into two groups, two types, of a kind which symbolized the
conflict of the larger world There were those who bdieved

